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Consumer Success Story—by Samantha Wolff

o David bought himself a moped last fall,
sads but at the time he didn’t realize he would
. need a motorcycle permit to operate it.
While David had a driver’s license, he
. had no vehicle, which made it hard to get
I to work and to other events in his
community. Other transportation options
like bus and van service are available, but
he wanted more independence.

After about 6 months of trying to study
“ | on his own for a motorcycle permit, David
- reached out to SWCIL for help. He met

| with SWCIL staff only 3 times, which was

enough to build his confidence and
knowledge of the MN motorcycle laws
and regulations. After this he scheduled a
test and passed on the first try.

Now David has been able to travel to
the hardware store and to other events in
town, which has really increased his

David on his moped holding
motorcycle permit

independence. He has been glad SUMMEY ISSUE 2025
to have completed this goal and  Pedestrian Accessibility Highlight .2
looks forward to enjoying his 2025 State Capitol Trip P. 4

: !
ride for the rest of the summer! SWCIL's Temporary Ramp Program P. &

Continued on page 2 ...



Pedestrian Accessibility Highlight — Ted Stamp

Every spring and summer for more than a decade now I have taken to the Marshall
streets to evaluate the general accessibility of its sidewalks and intersections, and
every year I encounter several things to report to the Marshall Public Works office
and to the MN Department of Transportation.

This year, starting in May, MN DOT will begin its long-awaited Highway 19/
College Drive Reconstruction project, from Marlene Street through the intersection
of Bruce Street and E. College Dr. This will not only replace deteriorated streets and
the aging utilities beneath them, but it will also make a number of sidewalk and in-
tersection improvements in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA). Many of these fixes to the sidewalks and intersections along this corridor
have been reported to the city of Marshall and MN DOT for years, and now they will
finally be made, making pedestrian navigation much safer, more convenient and
pleasant.

ADA Pedestrian Crossings

o
ADA Flangeway

Railroad tracks with partial rubber filler safety improvement

In addition to these changes, a separate project this year will replace railroad tracks,
repair catch basins, and install drain tiles where the tracks cross Highway 68 (Main
Street) just south of the Highway 59 junction in Marshall. Ordinarily such construc-
tion would not be worth highlighting here (as it relates to wheelchair users), but in
this case an important pedestrian safety improvement is also included in this project.

Continued on Page 3



Pedestrian Accessibility Highlight ... Continued

Wheelchair driving over newly
accessible railroad track

This is because there is nor-
mally a several inch-wide
gap between the concrete on
both sides of each railroad
track. So for people in
wheelchairs trying to cross
these, it can pose a great dan-
ger of getting a tire caught in
one of the gaps.

However, because this
safety risk was mentioned to
MN DOT before the project
commenced, it was possible
for a request to be submitted
to install rubber filler materi-
al in these gaps where the
sidewalks on each side of the

street meet the railroad tracks. This filler material allows any pedestrian vehicle on
wheels to pass smoothly over the railroad tracks without the risk of getting stuck. And
when the train passes over these fillers, they simply depress temporarily, then return

to their former size and shape.

This important improvement will give much peace of mind to any who have
avoided crossing railroad tracks for fear that they might wind up stuck. This is also a
great example of how open conversation between users of public pedestrian infra-
structure sharing with public works engineers their experiences can result in positive

changes that benefit the whole community.

For more information about SWCIL programs and services, please contact us at:
109 South Sth Street, Suite 700—Marshall, MN 56258 Phone: (507) 532-2221
or (800) 422-1485 (For MN Relay, dial 711) or fax (507) 532-2222.

All of SWCIL’s programs and services are consumer controlled with an emphasis
on improving the quality of life for all people with disabilities. SWCIL’s aim is to
provide education and awareness to promote inclusion, acceptance and equal access

in society for all people with disabilities.



With the
coming of
winter each
year also
comes
SWCIL’s
annual trip to
the State
Capitol, and

¥ once again this
trip proved
both important
and successful.
This year’s
'\ visit was
different from
that of

SWCIL staff with Sen. Gary Dahms previous years

in that, due to
having to cancel the originally scheduled visit on account of weather, fewer
consumers of SWCIL services were able to attend.

However, several consumers unable to attend wrote letters to their legislators,
explaining how with assistance from SWCIL staff they were able to achieve goals
related to helping them live more independently. SWCIL staff then delivered these
letters to the legislators, who always seem sincerely interested in hearing this
feedback from their constituents.

Continued on page 5

The Southwestern Center for Independent Living (SWCIL) is a community-based
non-profit organization serving people with all disability types in the ten counties of
southwestern Minnesota.

f Find us on Facebook and Like our page to keep up with all
the latest SWCIL news and events.




2025 State Capitol Visit ... Continued

The SWCIL group met with MN House Representatives Chris Swedzinski, Paul
Torkelson, Scott Van Binsbergen, and Joe Schomacker, as well as Senators Bill We-
ber and Gary Dahms. Each legislator was informed about SWCIL’s purpose and
goals, which most of them were familiar with. And in addition to leaving them with
letters from their constituents, SWCIL also provided them with its 2024 annual re-
port, detailing demographic information concerning those that SWCIL serves within
its ten-county service area, as well as specific success stories of individuals who
achieved independent living successes with help from the agency.

Not only do consumers and staff alike enjoy this trip every year (especially those
who have never experienced it), but the legislators consistently express how im-
portant it is to hear from their constituents. Legislators also appreciate learning how
the money an agency like SWCIL receives from the State is being put to practical
use for the betterment of individuals with disabilities and their communities.

SWCIL staff and consumer with Rep. Joe Schomacker

If you have poems, personal successes, letters to the editor, or questions for our
readers, send submissions to: Ted at SWCIL, 109 S. 5th Street, Suite 700, Marshall,
MN 56258; ted.stamp@swecil.com; or call the office at 507.532.2221, ext. 101.




SWCIL’s Temporary Ramp Program —by David Haen

SWCIL’s temporary ramp pro-
gram has become highly popu-
lar over the past several
months. As soon as ramps are
returned to the agency, they go
right back out to whomever is
next on the waiting list.

This demand is good be-
cause it enables individuals to
make their home, or the home
of a relative or friend, safely ac-
cessible for those with mobility
challenges. Whether a person

s e T

Temporary alummum ramp attached to house has just had surgery and needs

the ramp to get in and out of the
house while in recovery, or someone wants to make their home temporarily accessible
for a relative or friend, these ramps are game-changers for enabhng individuals with
physical limitations to live inde- 3% i
pendently within their communi-
ties.

These ramps are customiza-
ble from 4 feet to 40 feet and can
be rented monthly for up to 12
months, with a one-time setup
and takedown fee.

The downside of the current
high demand for these ramps
means SWCIL is not always able
to get a ramp up for all of the re-
ferrals it receives, at least not

right away. Another temporary ramp attached to a home
But keep the referrals com-

ing! SWCIL would much rather have its ramps put to use than collecting dust in stor-
age. We will continue to try to meet everyone’s needs as soon as possible!




Upcoming SWCIL Events

RSVP: 507.532.2221, ext. 101 OR 800.422.1485 (MN Relay, dial 711)
rsvp@swcil.com OR message us on Facebook
All live events are smoke and fragrance free

Reasonable Accommodations available upon request

To receive flyers by email, contact rsvp@swcil.com
Friends & family are welcome and encouraged to attend!

2025 Social Rec/Community Ed Events

Specifics & updates posted on swcil.com (Calendar of Events)
and SWCIL’s Facebook page

RSVP at rsvp@swcil.com

2025, June 23 - Soap Carving Event - Session 1: 3-4 PM;
Session 2: 4-5 PM

2025, June 25 - Basic Home Repair - 4-5 PM - ZO00M

2025, July 14 - Western Hoedown Dance - 5-7 PM

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

2025, July 15, 16, 17 - C. E. Driving into Success - 10:30 AM-
12PM - ZOOM

2025, July 22 - Let’s Talk Mental Health - 1 PM - ZOOM

2025, Aug 13-15 - Disability Awareness, Lyon County Fair

SWCIL SERVICES INCLUDE:

Individual and Systems Advocacy
Independent Living Skills Training
Prevention of Institutionalization
Support Planner Services (CDCS)
Relocation to Community-based Living
Youth Transition

Peer Counseling
Veterans Services

Ramp Program
Assistive Technology
Information and Referral
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Facebook: www.facebook.com/SWCILMarshallMN
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/US-xO75AFKykiFuz4EiVi9lw

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/swcilmarshallmn

Return service requested

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: SWCIL is dedicated to working with and responding to the
ever changing needs of persons with disabilities in Southwestern Minnesota to promote societal
acceptance, inclusion, and equal access for all persons with disabilities.

SWCIL Board Members SWCIL Staff
Angela Algood, IL Specialist/CDCS Support Planner

Annette Swanson, Grants & Financial Manager

Derek Klinkner, Chair

Leah Hastad, Vice Chair Christie Downs, CDCS Support Planner
Jessica Coil, Secretary Chris Driessen, Ramp Crew

Pamela Russell, Treasurer David Haen, Ramp Program Manager
Carrie Stiernagle, Member Harry Remley, Peer Mentor

Cody Seehafer, Member Jessica Johnson, Administrative Assistant

Kristina Tollefson, IL Program Support

Linda Halbur, LSW, CDCS Program Manager

Melissa Doherty, Executive Director

Rachel Thalacker, IL Specialist/CDCS Support Planner
Ruth Hubbling, IL Specialist

Samantha Wolff, IL Specialist

Sherry Olson, IL Program Manager

Steve Thovson, Ramp Crew

Suzie Rauch, Executive Assistant
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Funding for Independent Living Services is provided by MN DEED-VRS from the State’s General Fund and
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
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